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Editorial

Dear Sir/Madam,

valued partners,

dear VUE members,

For VUE, the year 2022 was characterised by new developments, extraordinary challenges 

and positive change. On 31 March, the Association marked the end of an era as its long-stand-

ing managing director, Cornelia Brandes, and deputy managing director, Ursula Stocker, 

entered their well-deserved retirement. Both played a decisive role in shaping the Associ-

ation’s positive development over the past 20 years, and their passion for and deep com-

mitment to VUE will remain unforgotten. The VUE Board would like to take this opportunity 

to thank them both once again! Pascal Steingruber took over VUE’s management as of 

1 April. Given his profound knowledge of all aspects of VUE, the Board has expressed its 

confidence in him and the entire Executive Office team and looks forward to continuing to 

work with them.

In 2022, VUE tackled many new topics. Certification of real-time electricity products is 

being trialled as part of the “naturemade realtime” field test. A Power-to-X (PtX) working 

group was established to examine the circumstances under which PtX energy conversion 

can be regarded as adequately ecologically sound to be awarded the naturemade label. 

VUE was also a co-signatory of the Electromobility 2025 Roadmap. This step supports our 

work towards creating greater transparency for consumers regarding the quality of elec-

tricity they purchase to charge electric cars. We also want to give consumers the option 

to choose naturemade star green electricity at public charging stations.

Last year’s severe drought and the associated shortage of naturemade electricity products 

on the market constituted a major challenge. As a result, it became necessary to adopt a 

special regulation for 2022. In addition, VUE observed political discussions regarding resid-

ual flows of water with concern and expressed these concerns in the Swiss Parliament. As 

the revised Ordinance on Certification of Origin and Electricity Labelling (HKSV) enters 

into force, the period of validity of certificates of origin is to be reduced from 12 to 3 months. 

Since this change will have a substantial impact on the Swiss electricity product market, 

VUE has engaged proactively with this issue to create clear, credible and attractive frame-

work conditions for all VUE partners as soon as possible.

Demand for naturemade electricity and biogas products developed very positively, both 

in 2021 and, in line with our expectations, in 2022. This demand from customers, combined 

with the commitment of our VUE partners, forms the foundations for the positive impact 

naturemade has had and continues to have on nature. Since the label was established, 

CHF 145 million has been made available for upgrading riverine landscapes and terrestrial 

habitats, among other things. Most recently, naturemade now also supports ecologically 

sound electricity production. VUE has designed green fund levies for electricity from photo-

voltaic systems, biomass, drinking water and wind plants to ensure that customers can con-

tribute more directly to increasing green electricity generation and energy efficiency.

The unpredictable nature of the energy market and the dynamic regulatory environment 

underline the importance of a broad-based, consensus-oriented player like VUE all the 

more. VUE hopes that you’ll enjoy reading this exciting report.

Brigitt Hausammann	

VUE Co-President

Swiss Post Ltd

Markus A. Meier

VUE Co-President

BKW Energie AG

Pascal Steingruber

VUE Managing Director
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Electricity
The total production volume of naturemade-certified 

electricity remained high in 2022, at 14.5 TWh (– 1% com-

pared to the previous year). Encouragingly, licensed 

naturemade star (4 dots) electricity production increased 

(+ 6%), while the production of naturemade-certified 

electricity (0  dots) and that of naturemade resources 

star-certified electricity decreased slightly.

The trend of declining sales figures was halted in 2021*, 

and sales of naturemade electricity increased by 8% to 

6.6 TWh/a compared to the previous year. The increase 

in 2021 can be observed both in naturemade basic (since 

2022: naturemade) electricity products, which show an 

increase of 0.2 TWh/a or 4% compared to the previous 

year, and in the sales of naturemade star electricity prod-

ucts, which increased by 0.3 TWh/a or 35%.

 

District heating and cooling
In 2022, the licensed volumes of naturemade district heat 

production remained almost identical compared to the 

previous year, with a total of at 379 GWh/a, increasing by 

just 1%. Thanks to the pilot certification of Eniwa’s 

groundwater heat pumps, thermal energy generation was 

again awarded the naturemade star (4 dots) seal of qual-

ity in 2022 (42 GWh/a). The production volumes of nature

made (0  dots) and naturemade resources star district 

heating decreased slightly.

In 2021*, naturemade district heat was sold mainly by IWB 

and partly by Limeco. Sales volumes of the naturemade 

basic product increased slightly in 2021 to 136  GWh/a 

(+ 5% compared to the previous year). There was no sup-

ply licence for naturemade star district heat in 2021, and 

naturemade resources star district heat was not yet avail-

able for sale. 

Certifications

The sales data for 2022 is not yet available.

* �The sales data for 2022 is not yet available. Sales in 2021 were 
still subject to the old supply conditions, and naturemade 
products were sold under the naturemade star and naturemade 
basic labels (see charts below).

  naturemade star (4 dots) production  

  naturemade production (0 dots)

  resources star production

  naturemade basic and naturemade star sales

  naturemade basic sales
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Biogas
The production of naturemade star biogas increased again 

in 2022, to 1,649 GWh/a (+ 13%). This is because the bio-

gas plants in Schönau (waste water treatment plant, Swit-

zerland), Alteno (Germany) and Torre Santamaria (Spain) 

were awarded the naturemade star quality seal in 2022. 

As of the end of 2022, the certified biogas production 

volume came from green waste fermentation plants, agri-

cultural biogas plants and sewage gas plants in Switzer-

land, Germany, Denmark, Hungary, the UK and Spain.

Sales of naturemade star-certified biogas products more 

than tripled in 2021* compared to 2020 and now amount 

to 218 GWh/a. This increase is due to the fact that Services 

industriels de Lausanne (SiL) has been supplying its gas 

customers with a product containing 10% naturemade 

star biogas as standard since 2021. As a result, the share 

of naturemade star-certified biogas sales in the total 

biogas sales in Switzerland was significantly higher in 

2021 than in the previous year (+ 10%). However, sales 

volumes continue to be much smaller than production 

volumes (2021: 1,457  GWh/a) because naturemade star 

biogas was only partially sold via certified biogas products. 

The remaining certified biogas production volumes were 

marketed without using the label. Nevertheless, nature

made star biogas is the most important label in Switzer

land to ensure high production quality, especially with 

imported biogas.

The sales data for 2022 is not yet available.

The sewage gas produced by the Schönau waste water treatment 

plant in Cham is now being treated in a biogas processing plant 

and fed into the local supply network. The facility meets the 

highest environmental standards and was therefore awarded 

the naturemade star label. (Photo: GVRZ)  naturemade star production (4 dots)	

  naturemade star sales 
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Total number of licences in 2022 �  338

	 of which energy production �  234

	 of which energy supplies �  104

New certifications in 2022 �  6

	 of which energy production �  5 (70.6 GWh/a)

	 of which energy supplies �  1 (3.5 GWh/a)

Recertifications � 61

Total production and sales volumes  

(compared to the previous year)

2022 production 		   16.5 TWh/a � ( 0%)

	 of which naturemade star (4 dots) 	  4.6 TWh/a �  (+10%)

	 of which naturemade (0 dots) 	  11.6 TWh/a �  (–3%)

	 of which naturemade resources star 	 0.3 TWh/a �  (–7%)

2021* sales 		   7.0 TWh/a �  (+11%)

	 of which naturemade star 	  1.3 TWh/a � (+50%)

	 of which naturemade basic 	  5.7 TWh/a �  (4%)

* �The sales data for 2022 is not yet available. Sales in 2021 

were still subject to the old supply conditions, and 

naturemade products were sold under the naturemade 

star and naturemade basic labels.
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Fund investments through to 2021
In 2022, Swiss hydroelectric power plants generated a 

total of 33.5 TWh of electricity, about 5% of which (1.7 TWh) 

was produced by naturemade star-certified plants. The 

latter meet stringent ecological requirements. The oper-

ators of naturemade star-certified hydroelectric power 

plants with outputs > 100 kW are committed to establish-

ing an environmental improvement fund. The initiatives 

to be financed from the respective funds are negotiated 

by steering committees, whose members represent the 

power plant company involved, the local authorities and 

the regionally active environmental organisations. Up 

until the end of 2021, projects for the environmental im-

provement of the affected bodies of water and their 

(extended) hydrological catchment areas, as well as asso-

ciated communication initiatives, were always given high-

est priority. 

Between 2000 and 2021, naturemade customers contrib-

uted a total of CHF 144.7 million for environmental im-

provement measures thanks to this approach. The 2021 

contributions to the funds alone amounted to CHF 10 mil-

lion. Annual contributions of a similar magnitude are ex-

pected for 2022; however, the amounts of payments into 

and investments from funds are not yet known for 2022. 

It is important to note that green fund regulations have 

been changed, and all naturemade star electricity sup-

plies have been subject to mandatory fund contributions 

Greening of hydroelectric power 

since 2022. As a result, the green fund levy will now also 

apply to sold volumes of naturemade star electricity from 

photovoltaic systems, wind and biomass and all hydro

electric power plants. At the same time, the fund contri-

bution per kWh was reduced to 0.7 centimes. Funds may 

be used for environmental upgrading initiatives, for ex-

panding ecologically sound energy production and for 

energy efficiency measures. Since 2000, projects worth 

a total of CHF 89.1 million have been fully or partially 

funded, that is about 62% of the total accrued funds have 

been spent. Another CHF 32.3 million (22%) has already 

been earmarked for specific projects. As ecological reha-

bilitation projects often require extensive clarifications 

and longer-term planning, funds can accrue substantial 

balances in the short term before they can be spent on 

appropriate initiatives.

Selection of funded projects
The online platform for connecting environmental reha-

bilitation projects with naturemade funds has been avail-

able since 2016. In 2022, 12 applications were submitted 

to the VUE Executive Office, which were forwarded to 

selected fund committees for consideration. The applica-

tions from Alpiq, ewz, SAK and the Erstfeld municipal 

utilities were followed up.

For further information please visit the online platform:  

www.naturemade.ch/de/plattform-fonds-projekte.html

  New creation of bodies of water �  CHF 12.4 million

  Revitalisation of bodies of water �  CHF 29.6 million

  New creation of terrestrial ecosystems �  CHF 5.4 million

  Revitalisation of terrestrial ecosystems �  CHF 6.9 million

  Flow and bedload flow regime 

	 improvements �  CHF 0.8 million

  Habitat connection �  CHF 5.2 million

  Other measures and miscellaneous* �  CHF 28.8 million

Total expenditure

CHF 89.1 million

Fund expenditure by purpose (2000–2021)2022 electricity generation in Swiss hydroelectric power plants* 

  naturemade star (4 dots) �  1.7 TWh/a

  naturemade (0 dots) �  11.1 TWh/a

  not naturemade-certified �  20.8 TWh/a

Sources: Pronovo AG and BFE (Federal Office for Energy)

naturemade- 

certified  

12.8 TWh/a

Total electricity 

production 33.5 TWh/a 

(minus storage  

pump consumption)

* �Specific species recovery projects, neophyte control, per
formance reviews, maintenance, acquisition of land, information 
campaigns, youth programmes, educational nature trails, fund 
management

* �Swiss hydroelectric power plants generated significantly less 
electricity than in the same quarters of the previous year, 
especially in the first and third quarters of 2022. This was due to 
the severe drought experienced during these months.
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Project example: Upgraded habitat for greyling larvae, Schadau BE 

The river bank was filled with gravel to create a better habitat for the next generation of greyling. (Photo: Energie Thun)

Along the Lomène river, just outside the town of St. Ursanne, newly established terraces in a dead arm have created resting zones 

for fish fauna. (Photo: Canton of Jura)

Project example: Renaturation of the Doubs River meadows, St. Ursanne JU 
Protection and revitalisation measures help improve the 

ecological functionality of the Doubs River. This not only 

enhances the general river meadow environment, which 

is of national importance, but also supports rare species 

such as the apron fish (“Roi du Doubs”) or the Snakehead 

Fritillary, a rare lily mainly found along this river. Money 

from the naturemade star funds of Energie Wasser Berne 

(ewb) and the City of Zurich electricity utility (ewz) sub-

stantially contributed to these rehabilitation efforts.

Gravel banks in the Lake Thun area provide greyling larvae 

with a shallow water zone with slow currents. Bundles of 

brushwood (“fascines”) have been placed along the bank 

to give the larvae even more protection. The fascines 

form downstream pockets of low current and provide hid-

ing places for the larvae. At normal water levels, the im-

plemented measures are not visible during the summer 

months. The project was partially funded from the green 

fund of Energie Thun AG.
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2021 market survey
VUE conducted its thirteenth market survey on the sale 

of electricity products from renewable energies on behalf 

of the BFE (Swiss Federal Office for Energy). To do so, it 

surveyed energy suppliers regarding their sales of elec-

tricity, gas and district heating products. The sales figures 

for renewable products are lower than the actual figures, 

as they exclusively reflect the sales by energy suppliers 

which participated in the survey. These hold a share of 

around 73% in the Swiss electricity market.

Electricity products from renewable energies and  

green electricity

in 2021, the surveyed energy suppliers delivered 25.2 TWh 

of renewable electricity products to their subscribed and 

unsubscribed customers, which corresponds to 62% of 

their total electricity supply volumes. Sales of renewable 

electricity products grew by 7% compared to the previ-

ous year. This is mainly due to an increasing number of 

energy suppliers which only offer renewable products. 

Green electricity default products have become the norm: 

in 2021, 86% of the energy suppliers surveyed offered a 

renewable electricity product as standard (71% of which 

Market survey / Promotion of new renewable energies 

were exclusively from Swiss production). Just over half 

of all energy suppliers surveyed offer naturemade star 

products. A total of one quarter (6.4 TWh) of the sales of 

renewable products covered by the survey is sold via 

naturemade-certified products. These products account 

for 11% of total electricity sales.

Biogas products and natural gas products with biogas content

The supply of gas products with biogas content is increas-

ing: 72% of the gas suppliers surveyed supply a mixture 

of natural gas and biogas as standard. 32% do not offer 

natural gas-only products; customers are only able to pur-

chase gas with biogas content. Sales of these products 

have therefore been increasing: in 2021, a total of 1.4 TWh 

of biogas products and natural gas products with biogas 

content were sold. This corresponds to 36% of the total 

Swiss gas consumption (compared to 25% in 2020). The 

sales of naturemade star-only biogas products covered 

by the survey amounted to 34 GWh, which is 36% of the 

surveyed sales volumes of biogas-only products. The sur-

veyed gas suppliers sold a total of 39 GWh of natural gas 

products containing a portion of naturemade star-certified 

biogas (including 2 GWh naturemade star biogas). This is 

equivalent to around 2% of the overall biogas sales.

Renewable district heat and district heating products

Of the energy suppliers surveyed, 28 also offer thermal 

energy as part of cross-commodity networks. Four of 

these suppliers only offer CO2-free thermal energy, i.e. 

energy from waste heat or renewable sources. Among the 

28 companies surveyed, 35% of their energy comes from 

fossil sources, 40% from waste heat (WIP) and 25% from 

renewable sources. It is still rare for products to be avail-

able via thermal grids. Four energy suppliers in 13 net-

works offer customers a range of thermal products.

naturemade support scheme 
The naturemade support scheme has been updated. 

Since 2022, support for ecologically sound electricity 

generation has been provided through minimum require-

ments for all naturemade electricity products. The mini-

mum naturemade star contents required for the quality 

levels of naturemade-certified electricity supplies are 

defined as follows:

Market share of consciously purchased renewable  

electricity products

Source: VUE, 2023: The market for renewable energy products  
in 2021

Total market for 

electricity products 

from renewable  

energies 16.4 TWh/a

Total end electricity 

consumption 

57.2 TWh/a

  �Consciously purchased naturemade  

electricity products �  5.0 TWh/a

  �Consciously purchased renewable electricity  

products, not naturemade-certified �  11.4 TWh/a

  �Not consciously purchased naturemade  

electricity products (without opt-out) �  1.4 TWh/a

  �Not consciously purchased renewable  

electricity products, not naturemade-certified  

(without opt-out) �  7.4 TWh/a

  �Remaining sales of renewable electricity  

(not via products or via products including a  

non-renewable portion) �  20.3 TWh/a

  �Sales of non-renewable electricity �  1 1.7 TWh/a

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

10% 11% 12% 13% 14%

20% 21% 22% 23% 24%

40% 41% 42% 43% 44%

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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charging electric cars. Consumers are also to be given the 

option of choosing electricity of naturemade star quality. 

The primary step towards this goal is to have the quality 

of electricity shown at public charging stations and on 

national overview maps such as www.ich-tanke-strom.ch.

The naturemade star charging card already allows 

consumers to easily obtain green electricity of naturemade 

star quality at any charging station in Europe. The 

provider of the charging card, Plug’n Roll, ensures that 

the amount of green electricity bought is correctly 

supplied and covers the naturemade star quality 

surcharge.

The eco-power sticker continues to be available as a com-

plementary offer for electric cars and e-bikes. In 2022, 

the number of stickers sold decreased markedly to just 

over 30, compared to 310 in the 2021. This is mainly due 

to a shortfall in sales of e-bike stickers and lower sales 

of electric car stickers for driving distances of up to 

10,000 km. The number of e-bike stickers decreased, as 

there were no sales via www.carvelo2go.ch (electric cargo 

bikes), but this customer again placed a major order in 

2023. In total, the four sales partners procured almost 

60 MWh of naturemade star-certified green power for the 

stickers in 2022. 

Projects, activities and developments

Efficiency marketplace
Thanks to the efficiency marketplace, energy efficiency 

can be traded, and events or services can be carried out 

in an energy-neutral way. This service offers companies 

which have entered into a target agreement the opportu-

nity to sell their efficiency surpluses, i.e. energy savings 

that exceed the agreed target, via naturemade efficiency 

certificates. Energy neutrality is achieved when the en-

ergy consumption of an event or service is offset by such 

efficiency certificates. The founding partners of the effi-

ciency marketplace are ewz, the Energy Agency of the 

Swiss Private Sector (EnAW), SwissEnergy and VUE. In 

2022, EKZ, IWB, SIG and Nvalue also participated in the 

efficiency marketplace as licensees. 

Last year, several events were again held on an energy-

neutral basis. These include the Swissmem Industry Day, 

the EKZ staff party, the specialist conferences of the 

Energy Agency of the Swiss Private Sector (EnAW) and 

the VUE General Assembly. In addition, print products 

published by EnAW were again produced on an energy-

neutral basis. In 2022, efficiency certificates equivalent 

to a total of 420 MWh were traded on the marketplace 

to deliver energy-neutral events and printed products. 

This constituted a significant increase compared to the 

previous year (2021 sales of efficiency certificates: 

186 MWh). 

Green power electromobility
In the spring of 2022, the VUE initiative “Disclosure of 

electricity quality at public charging stations” was adopted 

as part of the Electromobility Roadmap and posted on the 

Roadmap website (www.roadmap-elektromobilitaet.ch) 

on the occasion of a signing event. This initiative aims to 

ensure that consumers receive transparent information 

about the quality of the electricity they purchase when 

VUE’s 2022 general assembly was held on an energy-neutral 

basis at EWA-energieUri AG. (Photo: VUE)

VUE Managing Director Pascal Steingruber and Co-President 

Brigitt Hausammann at the signing event (Photo: VUE)

2022 green power sticker for electric cars and e-bikes

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

10% 11% 12% 13% 14%

20% 21% 22% 23% 24%

40% 41% 42% 43% 44%

100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Declaration of hydrogen produced  
from naturemade electricity
Environmentally conscious companies are increasingly 

turning to hydrogen as an alternative to fossil fuels for 

their heavy commercial vehicles. However, the environ-

mental footprint of hydrogen largely depends on the pro-

duction process involved and the quality of energy used. 

VUE introduced a disclosure system for hydrogen with 

effect from 1 January 2022. This disclosure provides proof 

that hydrogen was produced by means of electrolysis 

using 100% renewable, naturemade-certified electricity. 

Companies can use this type of certificate of origin (see 

quality seal below) when communicating their corporate 

strategies or when applying for subsidies, for example from 

funding programmes offered by the KliK Foundation.

Power-to-X working group
According to Energy Perspectives 2050+, PtX will be an 

essential part of our future energy system. It is therefore 

to be expected that VUE members, end customers and 

other stakeholders in the energy sector will need and de-

mand a relevant quality seal to provide credible guidance 

in this regard. VUE established a working group for this 

purpose, which consists of representatives of the VUE 

Board and Executive Office and other experts from envi-

ronmental organisations, the gas industry and academia. 

In its first meetings in 2022, the PtX working group initi-

ated discussions on the possible role VUE can play with 

regard to PtX. The working group is tasked with defining 

the conditions in which PtX energy conversions can be 

designated as ecologically sound according to the nature-

made quality requirements and can therefore be awarded 

the naturemade label as part of a comprehensive, ecolog-

ically sound energy system. The PtX working group is 

currently looking for an existing plant to be able to exam-

ine the extensive questions surrounding certification.

“naturemade realtime” field test  
& working group
A strong expansion of renewable and ecologically sound 

electricity production plants is crucial if the Energy Strat-

egy 2050 is to be implemented successfully. VUE would 

like to accelerate the transition process to ecologically 

sound electricity production. Certificates of origin (CoO) 

which provide real-time evidence of electricity production 

and consumption are an important element in this pro-

cess. Real-time data enables the monitoring and control 

of energy flows from power sockets all the way back to 

power plants. It is important to provide not only greater 

transparency for electricity customers, but also the right 

market incentives for electricity producers to ensure that 

suitable, ecologically sound energy production plants will 

be built and put into operation at the right locations in 

the future. On this basis, VUE launched the “naturemade 

realtime” field test together with the energy start-up 

aliunid in 2022. VUE works with energy suppliers such as 

SIG and IB Wohlen to trial new real-time electricity prod-

ucts and associated certification systems. Ideally, this 

field test will conclude with the world’s first electricity 

products being certified in real time. The working group, 

which comprises representatives from BKW, AET, Re-

power, Fleco Power, aliunid and GS VUE, is tasked with 

defining relevant certification areas and specific certifi-

cation criteria.

European Renewable Gas Registry (ERGaR)
The ERGaR certificate of origin (CoO) exchange scheme 

was launched in June 2021 with the first cross-border 

transfer of ownership of a green gas certificate. The first 

two participants in the scheme were the Dutch Vertogas 

register and the Green Gas Certification Scheme in the 

UK. The German Biogas Register subsequently joined this 

cooperation project, followed by the Austrian AGCS Biom-

ethane Register in 2022. Preparations are also underway 

for integrating the registers of the Energinet operators in 

Denmark in the near future. The transfer of green gas 

certificates via the ERGaR CoO scheme has consistently 

increased since the scheme was introduced. In Q4/2022, 

a total of 274 transfers were made between the registers 

for a total biomethane volume equivalent to 366 GWh.

Projects, activities and developments

Quality seal for hydrogen from naturemade electricity

H₂ from naturemade electricity
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Communication activities 

naturemade social media

VUE has continued and expanded its social media pres-

ence on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter, including with 

paid or sponsored posts. These three channels help con-

tinuously inform members, partners and other interested 

parties about current developments associated with na-

turemade, including products and services offered by 

VUE, projects implemented thanks to naturemade star 

funds, new certifications, recertifications and news about 

naturemade customers.

Events

In 2022, the solar-powered open-air screenings of the 

Cinéma Solaire reached several hundred visitors in Win-

terthur, Berne, St. Gallen, Lucerne, Basel, Schaffhausen 

and Zug. naturemade sponsored this tour and was briefly 

introduced before screenings. The naturemade logo ad-

ditionally appeared on all posters, flyers and the website 

as well as on a slide shown just before film screenings.

Media

VUE’s media monitoring (via ARGUS) covers the Swiss 

print media, news websites and Swiss radio and television. 

Since February 2020, monitoring has also included social 

media messages, i.e. posts on blogs, Twitter, Facebook and 

YouTube. In 2022, 230 articles containing at least one 

Cinéma Solaire 2022 slide

relevant keyword were published. This number consti-

tuted a 14% decrease compared to the previous year 

(268 articles), which is mainly due to fewer mentions in 

print media. No major changes were observed on news 

websites and on social media. If VUE wants to boost the 

media presence of naturemade, it needs its members to 

position naturemade appropriately in their PR efforts on 

a regular basis.

 

Number of published articles (advertisements and technical 

articles) by media type and language, 2020 to 2022.

Source: Argus

Anzahl erschienene Artikel (Inserate und Fachartikel) 
nach Sprache und nach Medientyp, 2020 bis 2022.

20 212120 22 22

Total 
394 

Total 
268

Total 
230

Online

Italian

French

German

Print186 

208

132

136

90

140

333

52

7

222

6

32

196

18

8
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Annual financial statement

In 2022, the work of the Executive Office was again largely shaped by implementing the 

evolution of the VUE. There was a slight surplus of CHF 18,927 compared to the 2022 

budget as resolved by the Board and approved by the General Assembly on 23 June 2022 

in accordance with the Articles of Association. 

VUE therefore has CHF 363,609 in equity as per 1 January 2023. 

Balance sheet as per  31.12.2022  31.12.2021

in CHF 

ASSETS

Current assets 

Association account 638,306 280,794

Savings account 0 399,860

Accounts receivable from trading 94,087 315,094

Bad debt provision 0 0

VAT credits 19,974 22,311

Deferred expenses 9,028 26,496

Total assets 761,394 1,044,555

LIABILITIES

Short-term debt

Trade accounts payable 351,505 347,702

Deferred income 46,280 352,172

397,785 699,873

Total debt 397,785 699,873

Equity 

Voluntarily retained earnings 363,609 344,682

Total liabilities 761,394 1,044,555

Note: Rounding can result in minor differences in totals
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Profit and loss account 2022 2021

in CHF

Income from certifications and licenses

Certification fees 36,950 44,150

Fixed licensing fees 62,692 66,328

Variable licensing fees 1 ,250,401 1 ,307,025

Specialist audits 77,146 4,615

Specialist consultancies 0 1,033

Changes in bad debt provisions, loss of receivables – 1 1 ,968 0

1,415,221 1,423,151

Membership fees 312,077 310,000

Income from special projects

Market survey 30,116 16,383

Eco-power stickers 717 1 ,746

Efficiency marketplace 750 0
31,583 18,129

Total operating income 1,758,881 1,751,280

Certification expenditure

Project management, administration – 130,823 – 134,784

Membership office – 177,676 – 201,441

Newsletter, website, annual report, fund evaluation – 86,590 – 43,560

Certification – 344,219 – 344,160

Specialist audits – 77,146 – 4,615

Proof of origin (HKN) – 14,983 – 21 ,680

International matters – 6,321 – 1 1 ,058

Umbrella brand marketing – 174,179 – 227,521
Specialist consultancy, new energy systems, 
parameter models

– 140,802 – 124,842

– 1,152,739 – 1,113,661

Association expenditure 

Management – 200,569 – 235,915

Accounting and auditing – 24,633 – 21 ,619

– 225,202 – 257,535

Special projects expenditure

Events – 47,568 – 53,317

VUE development – 46,446 – 157,106

Prix naturemade 0 0

Market survey – 66,996 – 26,583

Eco-power stickers – 21 ,755 – 36,987

Efficiency marketplace – 6,652 – 18,312

– 189,418 – 292,305

Other operating expenditure

Memberships – 5,153 – 5,695

Trademark protection – 1 1 ,579 – 20,968

Printing, trade fair stand, translations – 15,789 – 1 1 ,507

Stationery, postage, expenses – 21 ,173 – 1 1 ,167

FileMaker, IT – 1 15,433 – 1 12,423

Non-refundable VAT, misc. expenditure –  1 ,447 – 460

– 170,574 – 162,220

Financial expenditure – 2,056 – 1 ,814

Extraordinary income 35 41

Total expenditure – 1,739,954 – 1,827,494

Annual loss/profit 18,927 – 76,213
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Auditors’ report
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VUE organisational chart (December 2022) 

* Co-President 

Election 

	 EXECUTIVE OFFICE	

		
	  Brandes Energie AG 	  
	

	 VUE MEMBERSHIPS	

		
	  ECS (Energy Certificate System) 	
	  ERGaR (European Renewable Gas Registry) 	
		

	 ASSOCIATION MEMBERS	

			
Category A 	  Electricity producers “Hydroelectric power plants” and their associations �  37
Category B 	  Producers “New renewable energies” and their associations  
	 (incl. waste incineration plants) �  47
Category C 	  Energy suppliers, energy traders and their associations �  55
Category D 	  Environmental organisations �  2
Category E 	  Small consumers’ associations �  1
Category F 	  Large commercial consumers and their associations �  4
	

	 GENERAL ASSEMBLY	

			 
Category A: 1 vote 	  Category B: 2 votes 	  Category C: 3 votes 
Category D: 2 votes 	  Category E: 1 vote 	  Category F: 1 vote
	

	 BOARD	

			 
Category A 	  Swiss Water Management Association, M. de Marchi
Category B 	  Biomasse Suisse, A. Utiger; Suisse Eole/Swissolar, R. Rigassi
Category C 	  BKW, M. A. Meier*; Repower, B. Signer; SIG, C. Pastoriza
Category D 	  Pro Natura, S. Jegher; WWF Switzerland, C. Martinson 
Category E 	  Konsumentenforum, H. Beer
Category F 	  Swiss Post, B. Hausammann*
	

	 AUDITOR	

		
	  ANCORA Treuhand AG, L. Wiederkehr 	
		

CRITERIA  
WORKING GROUP

Consults, makes  
applications to the Board

		
Biomasse Suisse, A. Wellinger 

	  Energie 360°, M. Pauli 	
	  IWB, D. Küther 	
	  Pro Natura, L. Vetterli 	
	  Repower, C. Brütsch 	
WWF Switzerland, P. Hofstetter 
		

COMMUNICATIONS STEERING 
COMMITTEE

		
	  AET, P. Jolli 	
	  BKW, M. Schweikert 	
	  Energie 360°, D. Mininni 	
	  Pro Natura, S. Jegher 	
	  SIG, C. Pastoriza 	
	  Primeo, J. Krebs 	
		

HYDROELECTRIC POWER 
TECHNICAL COORDINATION

		
	  AquaPlus, F. Elber 	
	  Corealis, D. Sidler 	
	  ewz, S. Haag 	
	  SIG, F. Heer 	
	  Pro Natura, L. Vetterli 	
WWF Switzerland, J. Brändle 

		

advises Criteria WG

Consults, makes  
applications to the Board

Number of 
members

Advises the Executive Office

Submits proposals to  
the Board, consults  
re. implementation
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